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PARISH COUNCIL CLERK  Ms. S. Robinson, 60 North Allington, Bridport (01308 426327) 
PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRMAN  Rob Murray, 9 Winniford Close  (489206) 
W.I. CHAIRMAN Mrs Shirley Lambert, 16 St. Giles Close. (01297 489099) 
VILLAGE HALL CHAIRMAN   Nick Zaiger, 6 Bilberry Close (01297 489580) 
CHIDEOCK PLAYERS Nick Baker, Annables, North Road, DT6 6LE (01297 489555) 
CHIDEOCK SOCIETY 01297 489580 / 489422 / 489619 
CHIDEOCK FETE COMMITTEE Keith Baylis, Seatown Cottage,  DT6 6JT (01297 489027) 
CHIDEOCK CIDER MAKERS Colin Hopkins, Colraine, Main Street, DT6 6JG (01297 489899) 
ST. GILES CHURCH RECTOR Rev. Stephen Skinner, 4 Dragons Hill, L/Regis (01297 443763) 
LICENSED LAY MINISTER Mr. Jim Pettifer, 7 Winniford Close (01297 489260) 
ST. GILES CHURCHWARDEN Mrs.Valerie Cowell, Longwood, Chideock Hill (01297 489417) 
                                                      Mrs. Sue Pettifer 7 Winniford Close (01297 489260) 
ST. GILES CHURCH BELL CAPTAIN Mr. Dave Symonds, Dormer Cottage (01297 489644) 
ST. GILES CHURCH PCC Mrs. Valerie Cowell, Longwood, Chideock Hill  (01297 489417) 
FRIENDS OF ST. GILES Mrs J. Campbell, Warburton, Mill Lane .(01297 489121) 
CHIDEOCK ART GROUP  Mrs B. Young, Walnut Cottage,  Chideock Hill  (01297489565) 
CHURCH OF OUR LADY & ST. IGNATIUS  Bridport Parish Office 01308 422594 
FRIENDS OF OUR LADY  Karen Warburton, 4 Collins Court,  DT6 6HS (01297 489672) 
CHIDEOCK VILLAGE TRUST Mrs. Lisa Tuck, Broadlands, Chideock (01297 489543). 
SYMONDSBURY SCHOOL HEADTEACHER Mr. Colin Haley (01308 423502) 



SERVICES AT ST. GILES  
5th May     Easter 6                     11am  Village Service  
9th  May    Ascension Day service 10.30am at St. Gabriel’s Ruins. 
12th May    Easter 7                    11am  Holy Communion (CW) 
19th May    Whit Sun/ Pentecost 11am  Morning Prayer  (CW)               
27th   May    Trinity Sunday         11am   Holy Communion  (CW) 
 
 
CHURCH OF OUR LADY, QUEEN OF MARTYRS & ST. IGNATIUS 
CHURCH AND VILLAGE HISTORY EXHIBITION OPEN DAILY 10-4pm 
Parish Priest: Fr. Richard Meyer  -   
Friday 3rd 10 a.m. Mass      2.30 - 4.30 Visit from St Giles's Twinned Parish 
Friday, 10th 10 a.m. Mass 
Saturday, 11th 6 p.m. Vigil Mass 
Friday, 17th 10 a.m. Mass 
Friday, 24th 10 a.m. Mass 
Saturday, 25th 2 p.m. Wedding       6 p.m. Vigil Mass 
See Church Noticeboard or www.chideockmartyrschurch.org.uk for more info. 
 
 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
There is a YEAR PLANNER in the porch of St. Giles.  Please indicate any future 
events as early as possible by filling in the date on the Planner.  This helps to avoid 
having more than one event on the same day.  

 
CHIDEOCK VILLAGE HALL  
Chairman: Nick Zaiger  (489580) Treasurer: Barbara Arnold (489423) Secretary: Nick 
Baker (489555). Table Tennis Group Liaison Sue MacDougal 489408 
Chideock Village Hall is available as a venue for regular events and special occasions.      
BOOKINGS/ENQUIRIES 01297 489580 or 07716 201440 
BINGO/WHIST DATES FOR APRIL 
(All sessions commence at 7.30pm) 
Thursday 2nd May LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 
Thursday 9th May WHIST            Thursday 16th May BINGO 
Thursday 23rd May WHIST         Thursday30th May WHIST  
 
DEADLINE DATE :  
Items for inclusion in the MAY 2013 magazine to : Ms. Ruth Wrixton, Sweet Briar, 
West Road, Bridport, DT6 6AE.  Tel: 01308 422649 or mobile 07811672058 or e-mail 
me : ruthwrixton@hotmail.com (I will always acknowledge I have received them – so 
that you know I have!)  LATEST acceptance date will be Wed 15th May 2013. 



WELDMAR FUNDRAISING   - Tickets selling fast… 
AN EVENING OF MUSIC  

AND DINNER 
MAY 23rd 2013 
7.00 FOR 7.30 

CHIDEOCK VILLAGE HALL 
FEATURING 

JAMES HICKMAN AND DAN CASSIDY 
A TRANSATLANTIC DUO INSPIRED BY THE TRADITIONS 

OF AMERICA AND BRITAIN 

	  

  
TICKETS  £15.00  EACH  TO  INCLUDE  3  COURSE  DINNER  
TICKETS  AVAILABLE  FROM:  GUY  MILLS:    01297  489231  

BRING  YOUR  OWN  DRINKS  AND  GLASSES  
LOOK  FOR  THEM  ON  YOU  TUBE  TO  HEAR  THEIR  AMAZING  MUSIC  

IN  AID  OF  ST.  GILES  CHIDEOCK  
 
 
THE 100 PLUS CLUB (CHIDEOCK)  
March winners  (26 March 2013) 
No. 102 Mr. & Mrs. Hipkiss £30 First Prize 
No. 23 Phillipa Salter  £20 Second Prize 
No. 2  Anna Dunn   £10 Third Prize 
No. 52 Mike Long   £15 Easter Bonus 
No. 63 Bernard Waterman  £15 Easter Bonus 
If you wish to join the 100 Plus Club you still can.  
The cost is now only £6 because the year is half 
over, there is only six months to go so, Come ON! 
You may be the next lucky person. 
The next draw is 30th April.            
Tony Fuller 01297 489477  



CAN YOU SPARE AN HOUR? 
 
Humphrey and Elizabeth Barker moved to Chideock from the isle of Lewis in the Outer Hebrides 
just over a year ago.  It’s about 600 miles north from here – a very windy island.  We now live in 
Honeysuckle Cottage, a bungalow at the top end of the little road between Ruins lane and The 
George, with great views over the countryside towards the sea. 
For many years we have been involved with Christian Ministry, both here in the UK and in a few 
other countries elsewhere in the world, so we have met all sorts of interesting people.  Our 
experience enables us to say that people, from Chideock to Cape Town, rich and poor alike, are 
seeking meaningful faith, a faith that works, but …  life’s disappointments, buts and failures often 
cloud our acceptance of what Christianity offers.  There is much confusion about church and God, 
and as we get older sometimes we hold ourselves back as we get dogged by phobias and fears – be 
they spiders, dentists or loneliness. 
When I was a teenager I chose to think that my occasional church attendance and good works 
would have pleased God sufficiently for Him to allow me to claim to be a Christian and grant me a 
ticket for heaven when the time came. 
When I was 40 I remember being confronted by two fellow businessmen who made it plain that 
my Christianity was false – because they said that my Christianity didn’t line up with what the 
Bible teaches in the Gospels.  Instantly I was offended … and yet deep down I knew it.  Often I 
had reckoned that the traditional routines, church going and good works were too easy – surely one 
had to do something more meaningful than that to become a Christian and gain that all important 
ticket. 
So that’s when my faith journey started – that’s when I started asking questions, but what I found 
was confusion and embarrassment, often from those whom I had assumed would have known the 
answers.  Some claimed that these things were very difficult to put into words, and other promised 
to come back to me (but they never did).  Of course, what this showed me was that all these dear 
people weren’t able to help me because they had never had Christianity explained simply to them, 
so they were all at sea with my simple questions. 
Now that we are residents of Chideock we are available to help people, particularly those who may 
be confused about Christianity.  It’s close on 30 years since I unlocked the mystery of Christianity 
and found what I had been searching for … a meaningful faith.  ‘I am not ashamed of the Gospel’.  
I left my fears and failures behind and exchanged them for confidence and peace of mind. 
Perhaps this is what YOU are looking for ? 
We invite interested listeners to Honeysuckle Cottage any Wednesday afternoon in May starting at 
3pm to come and hear what the Bible invites us all to do, come and hear about Humphrey’s ‘From 
confusion to Faith’ story, his breakthrough when he was 42, come and hear Christianity simply 
explained in under an hour. 
Please bring a Bible with you if you have one (preferably The New International Version). 
If somebody would bring some biscuits then we will provide a cuppa afterwards; parking for 5 
cars.                                                                           Humphrey Barker, May 2013. 
 
THANKS 
Mike and Neil Cowdrey would like to thank all who 
attended the funeral and thanksgiving service in 
memory of Jenny Cowdrey on 28 March 2013.  Special 
thanks to Jim Pettifer for taking the service and to 
Denis Brunsden for the reading; thanks also for all 
the cards, donations and support which were much 
appreciated. 



COMMUNITY POLICING … 
 
We have all had calls offering services that we may or may not  
need, please be aware that these may be bogus callers. NEVER 
 give any bank details or other personal details over the phone. 
 If you are suspicious you can sign off by asking the caller to ‘put the 
information in writing’ and hang up. Don’t let your relative or friend fall 
victim to the conman. Help them to protect themselves by making them 
aware of this advice. You can report any suspicious calls to the Action Fraud 
team at: http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/ 
 
Many people will be topping up their oil tanks. We strongly advise that you 
protect your tanks. Your local safer neighbourhood team can advise you about 
the Stop That Oil scheme, which aims to prevent oil theft. 
  
Report any incidents to Dorset Police on 101(non-emergency) or 999 
(emergency). 
 
PCSO Paul MINERS  
Beaminster Safer Neighbourhood Team. 
 
 
A cut out/aide memoire for people to put near their phones in the event of a 
bogus call: 
 
 

 
 
 

Important advice from Dorset Police 
 
In the event of an unsolicited telephone call: 
 
Never give any bank details over the phone or other 
personal details. 
 
If you are suspicious you can sign off by asking the caller to 
‘PUT THE INFORMATION IN WRITING’ and hang up. 
 
Don’t get caught out! 



Fri 14th June 3pm 
High Tea in the gardens of Chideock House 
Fund raising for the Chideock Catholic Church Dome 
Appeal 

High Tea-Raffle-craft stall-plant stall 

Any keen gardeners would you donate plants for the 
stall 
be it thinning out the garden and potting on  
or growing plants from seed all will be gratefully 
accepted 
 
 

CHIDEOCK PLAYERS  
The evening of play and sketches mentioned in last month's magazine 
will be entitled "AGAINST ALL ODDS", and it will be performed on 
Thursday 6th and Friday 7th June, at 7.30pm. Tickets will be £5 each, 
obtainable by advance booking with Hilary on 01297 489555, or at the 
door. 
The Murder/Mystery event will probably have to be moved to the 
afternoon of Sunday 11th August because of availability of cast; any 
alteration to this date will be notified as and when appropriate. 
"Deliver Us From Evil" is still scheduled for 28/29/30th November; 
again, any amendment to these dates will be notified as soon as 
possible, through this magazine or on our page on the 
chideockandseatown.co.uk website. 
As usual, we are always pleased to hear from anyone interested in 
joining us; please call me on 489555. 
Nick Baker (Chairman) 
 
 
CHIDEOCK SOCIETY 
We are considering organising a day out to a National Trust Property or 
similar, during the summer months. There are lots of Stately Homes, Gardens, 
Agatha Christie Home, and Brownsea Island etc., etc. 
May we invite Members to let us know if there is a particular place you would 
like to visit and if there is sufficient interest we will organise a “bargain” day 
out.            We look forward to hearing from you.  

Please contact Rhoda Elwick on 01297 489983 or e-mail her on 
thethatch@lineone.net 

 



Help wanted on some Fridays with large holiday 
cottage changeover in Chideock.  Mostly bedmaking. 
10.00 - 1.00 £10 per hour. Must be reliable. 
Please contact 
Jane Willitts on 01300 348722 for further details 
 
 
Chideock Community Website www.chideockandseatown.co.uk 
The Chideock Community website has now been up and running for well over a year.  
We try and cover lots of issues ranging from a calendar of events, history of the village 
and it’s people, photo galleries, local stories, useful phone numbers and many other 
topics. Village Groups have their own page, i.e. The Art Group, The Friends of 
St.Giles, Chideock W.I. etc., giving contact details and notice of events.  There is a 
feature on the Chideock War Memorial with a page dedicated to each of those who 
gave their lives in the Great War.  Recently we have added a publication on the 
Chideock Egg Lady – Cissie Squire who decorated and sent eggs to the Front in WWI. 
This had been researched by local resident Frances Colville. Parish Council Minutes of 
Meetings are published as well as a copy of the ever popular Chideock News. There is 
also accommodation and businesses so if you are looking for an ‘extra room’ for family 
guests or need an electrician this is the place to look.  We get many ‘hits’ from all over 
the world especially in connection with the family history side of things. 
So keep up to date…check out your own community website today! Shortly, an article 
on Raymond Jerrard who died in WWII will be added. Also if you have a story or event 
you wish us to publish or a photo or a poem or whatever please just contact us via the 
website. 
 
 

CHIDEOCK W.I 
Are supplying refreshments at the 

 

Brit Valley Rotary Club Annual Dog Show 
on  

Sunday 26th May 2013  
From 12.00 noon to 4pm 

At the 
Melplash Show Ground 

West Bay 
 



CHIDEOCK ART GROUP 
Summer Term - Dates for your diary 
We would like to say thank you to all the people who showed such an 
appreciative interest in our recent exhibition of paintings and John Stanley's 
pottery. 
Remaining Dates for Summer Term (revised) 
29th April No tutor 
13th May No tutor  20th May Karen Hodgeson 
3rd June No tutor  10th June No tutor 
17th June Jo Hamilton 24th June Jo Hamilton 
For further details contact Pat Bowditch 489567 or Beverley Young 489565 
 
 
THE FRIENDS OF ST GILES, CHIDEOCK 
Would like to thank everyone who supported our recent Hot Cross Bun 
morning, especially the Chideock Art Group whose display of work added 
interest to the event and showed just how much talent we have in the village. 
 
 
 
       (L to R) Ann Walker, Anne  
     Harrington, Chris Hare and  
     Ros Hipkiss 
     members of the Chideock art  
     Group 
 
 
 
 
Services at St. Giles 
Following the recent questionnaire given to worshippers at St. Giles the Parochial 
Church Council have made two decisions; 
1.The times of all services will remain the same. i.e. 11am 
2. The pattern of services will be as follows.. 
1st Sunday Village Service 
2ndSunday Holy Communion (Common Worship) 
3rdSunday Morning Prayer (Common Worship) 
4thSunday Holy Communion (Common Worship) 
The occasional 5thSunday will either be a Team Service or Holy Communion. 
This pattern will begin in May, for a trial period of 6 months. If you supported these 
arrangements we look forward to seeing you there. 
Val Cowell, Sue Pettifer, Churchwardens 



Chideock   W. I. 
 
On a bright, blustery day a sunny welcome awaited members as they 
gathered for a delicious ploughmans and cider lunch.  Our thanks go to 
members Marilyn Tuck, Sue Gale and Pat Kent who organised and 
served this up with their usual laughter and warmth. 
Merry with cider we were undaunted by Linda Gould’s Dorset Quiz and 
sometimes rather wild ideas flowed freely with us all learning something 
about places and people in Dorset! 
The business of the afternoon was our AGM. Before it commenced 
Shirley led a short silence in memory of member Jenny Cowdrey, a 
serene and lovely lady, who died suddenly on March 14th. 
The AGM is a time to reflect on the past year’s events.  We have had a 
busy year locally starting with the Royal Jubilee events and have 
entered successfully into wider Dorset WI events.  We look forward to 
2013/14.  Shirley Lambert was unanimously re-elected as President.  
Some long term committee members, Iris Jones, Audrey Skinner and 
Barbara Watts are standing down.  Our thanks go to all for their loyal 
support.  Annette Jones joined the committee and there is a vacancy 
for another member. Diane Benjamin agreed to continue to provide PR 
support to the branch.  
  
Heather Bartlett was unable to attend on behalf of the Dorset WFI so 
we were joined by a well known and very welcome Adviser Norah 
Arnold.  Norah with her familiar easy enthusiasm and commitment 
related the benefit of becoming more involved with the WI through 
membership of the local committee and attending other events held 
across Dorset.  
The flower of the month was won by Brigid Crawford with Evalina 
Malyon coming second.  The WI Food stall on the morning of the 30th 
April was quickly sold out and made £145.50 profit.  Thanks to Annette 
for the use of her garage. 
Dates for the Diary 2013: 
The Craft Group meeting: 17th April, 2 – 4pm at the home of Noreen 
Vaughan. 
26th May Bank Holiday Monday – We will be running the Tea Tent at 
the Brit Valley Rotary Club Dog Show – proceeds to go to WI funds and 
our fundraising for new chairs for the village hall.  Tray bakes and 
volunteers to cover the event will be needed. 



Thursday June 13th WI outing departing at 5.30pm will by popular 
demand return to The Granary in Wareham.  
July 18th, the summer Coffee Morning will be held in the garden of 
Tamarisk, home of Marion Warburton. 
Date of next meeting:   May 7th 2013, at the Village 
Hall 2.30pm 

This meeting celebrates Chideock WI’s 94th 
birthday. There will be a tea party provided by 
the committee and an unmissable speaker  -  

Tricia Lewis – A satirical take on ‘How to keep 
young and beautiful’. 

 
New members are always welcome 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Chideock Parish Council News. 
 
 Community Sand Bag Stores. 
Chideock Parish Council has obtained 100 plus sandbags from West 
Dorset District Council, to be used as necessary when there is flooding. 
 
These sandbags are mainly being stored by residents, for use by 
themselves and neighbouring properties. These "stores" are as follows: 
 

• Denys Brunsden, Vine Cottage, Seahill Lane. Tel: 01297 
489768. To serve adjacent properties in Seahill Lane. 

• Callum Crawford, Mervyn House, Main Street, Chideock. Tel: 
01297 489578. To serve adjacent properties, i.e Fairfax, By the 
Stream, Bridge Cottage, etc., 

• Colin Bowditch, 2 Fairfax. Tel: 01297 489567. To cover Fairfax 
etc. 

• Brenda Nattriss. 4 Bilberry Close, Main Street. Tel: 01297 
489962. To cover Bilberry Close and The School House. 

• Roger Carey, 2 Pettycrate Lane. Tel: 01297 489782. To cover 
adjacent roads and properties, i.e. Seahill Lane. 

• Lyn Crisp, The Farmers Arms, Mill Lane, 01297 489098. To 
cover Meadow Cottage, The Cottage, The Farmers Arms, 
Frying Pan, etc.,  

The remainder are held, for EMERGENCY USE only, in a storage bin 
in the Clock House car park - many thanks to Mike Long for allowing 
this. 
Please note that the sandbags belong to the Parish Council and 
MUST be returned to where they came from once the flood event 
is over and the bags have dried out. 
 
Foss Orchard Car Park Garden. 
Mrs Gratton is unable to continue working on the garden area at Foss 
Orchard car park – she can continue until June. 
Is there anyone who would be willing to take this on? It does NOT 
include mowing the grass or cutting the hedge. 
If you are interested then please contact the Clerk, by phone, letter or 
e-mail. 
The Parish Council takes this opportunity to thank Mrs Gratton for all 
her work in keeping the area tidy and colourful over the past few years. 
 



Final stage of voyage from London to Sydney Oct 6 1866 on the Lord Raglan, 
steamship … 
 
The new year commenced unfavourably for one passenger.  We had a calm the whole of New Years Day 
and made little more than 10 miles Jan 2nd.  The boatswain and captain caught a couple of albatrosses 
very fine birds.  We managed to skin one but were not so successful with the other.  Parts of them were 
cooked and sent to take and those who tasted them said they were not unlikening game.  On the 4th we 
came up with a fine ship the Prince George 101 days from Liverpool to Sydney.  Both vessels crowded all 
sail and short nice looking place which caused a little excitement by evening we left her some miles 
astern and in the morning she had not appeared above the horizon.  By signals with her we found that 
our ships chronometer had lost rather more than a gr of hr and that we were 4 degrees above 200 miles 
nearer one destination than we had supposed.  The next incoming of the floating seaweed and the 
change in the colour of the sea from blue to green showed plainly that we were in shallow water and 
shortly before noon we came in sight of the South Eastern shores of Van Dieman’s Land. The day was 
very fine the first summers day we have had.  The next day Sunday we again had a short service in the 
saloon as it is the last Sunday we expect to have together.  During the day we entered the Pacific Ocean.  
The sea of a thousand isles, and true to its name it gave us a calm every night we were upon it up to the 
8th we had contrary winds during the day, calm in the evening and fair wind at night.  On the 8th we had a 
visitor round the ship which we tried to catch, but unsuccessfully, it was a very fine shark about 15 ft 
long.   The day closed with a violent thunder storm but the wind becoming favourable we sighted the 
Australian shores the next day at noon and on Thursday 11th we entered Sydney harbour. 
The sides of the harbour or cove are formed of precipitous cliffs against which some time ago the Dunbar 
was lost with the lives.  The harbour is a very fine one.  The sides near the town are covered with 
evergreen and here and there among the trees may be seen the houses of some of the merchants built 
of white stone with broad verandas.   A peculiar noise was heard from the trees, like the hissing from a 
steam engine, which we were told was caused by locusts.  The insect I saw afterwards and was a large 
white beetle.  We landed in the course of the morning and strolled through Sydney.   Sydney is a large 
town.  The streets are all the same width and run at right angles to each other.  The town is thoroughly 
English with just a sprinkling of Chinese.  The roads are very rough and uneven and sand blows about all 
day.  Just now water is very scarce.  There is not more than six weeks supply for the whole town.  Rain 
has been prayed for in the churches for some time.  The people speak with a curious twang.  They are a 
dark swarthy lot, not unlike Italians.  We met with a most kind reception from the Bishop and Dean, and 
are to have a public welcome from the clergy on Monday.  We expect to leave Sydney on Wednesday or 
Friday next week for Brisbane.  The weather here is very warm.  All the men here wear straw or felt hats 
with broad brims and turbans, or as they call them here ‘puggarees’ tied around them so that the ends 
hang down to protect the neck from the heat of the sun.   
I must now draw my letter to an abrupt conclusion and hope that my friends have all spent a merry xmas 
and may have a happy new year, I remain, dear friends, Yours very faithfully, 
Signed – William T Kennett, 1867 
(Headmaster of Symondsbury School 1869-1909) 
We came across this account in our barn the other day – the house where I live used to 
belong to Mr. Kennett.  I have typed out the entire account and if anyone knows anyone 
who may like a copy of it, please let me know – maybe some maritime museum?? 


