
Notes of the Discussion Between Parish Councillors and Sir Oliver Letwin M.P., held 
at the Village Hall, Chideock on Friday 17th November 2017 at 1.30 pm. 

 
The discussion commenced at 1.30 pm. 
 
Present: Cllr Roger Carey (Chair), Cllr Rob Murray, Cllr David Rogers, Cllr Laurie Elliot, Cllr 
Vanessa Glenn, Sir Oliver Letwin M.P. 
 
In attendance: Paul Simpson (Note Taker), Mr. Tom Fieldhouse (Sir Oliver’s Assistant) 
 
Apologies: Cllr Kate Geraghty, Cllr Peter Hunt 
 
Sir Oliver had called for a discussion with councillors in follow-up to his commitment to 
pursue the question of a bypass outside of the Chideock parish boundary (and hence 
possibly through neighbouring parishes) with neighbouring Parish Councils. 
 
1. Cllr Carey welcomed Sir Oliver and outlined the results of the poll conducted by 

residents. He emphasized that the poll had not been organised by the Parish Council, 
but noted that a very low turnout, and the consequent number of votes cast in favour of a 
bypass, had not indicated a majority of the village in favour of a bypass. 
 

2. Sir Oliver explained that he was aware of the result, and noted that the majority of those 
voting were in favour of a route that passed outside the boundaries of the Parish. He had 
not been in formal contact with any of the neighbouring Parish Councils (PCs) and 
wished to know how, if at all, Chideock Parish Council (CPC) wished to proceed with any 
discussions with such Parishes.  

 
3. Cllrs Murray and Carey explained to Sir Oliver that the position of CPC in relation to 

questions of a Bypass had not changed, with CPC still not having a view one way or the 
other on the need for, or route of, a bypass, but was instead focusing on measures to 
ameliorate the impact of traffic. They reiterated that this position was the result of CPC 
acknowledging parishioners’ strong feelings both for and against the proposals of a 
group of residents for a bypass, and wishing to represent all parishioners. Sir Oliver 
noted this point.  
 

4. Councillors agreed that, in light of the results of the residents’ poll, CPC should consider 
its position once again in the near future and then discuss with Sir Oliver the 
appropriateness of contact with neighbouring PCs. Sir Oliver said he would be happy to 
hear from CPC once that discussion had taken place and he would wait until then before 
contacting other PCs. Sir Oliver accepted that CPC would need some time to do this. 
(Action: Cllr Carey. To be actioned by the A35 Working Group and a recommendation 
brought to the Parish Council. 

 
5. Cllr Rogers reiterated the neutrality of CPC on this matter and councillors’ desire to 

represent all parishioners. Cllr Glenn said that she had attended the meeting, which was 
held before she was elected as a parish councillor. She told Sir Oliver that the meeting 
was very well attended and that there were four motions in total, two of which were 
successful - one for a bypass outside of the Chideock parish boundary and one for the 
A35 to become a trunk road. She reported the strength of feeling at the meeting against 
the proposal for a bypass inside the Parish boundary - only 13 of the 76 parishioners 
present at the Parish Meeting of 24 July 2017 voted in favour of the proposers’ original 
question. Sir Oliver said he had not been aware of this and welcomed Cllr Carey’s 
suggestion that he be sent a copy of the minutes of the Parish Meeting, which were 
publicly available on the Chideock and Seatown website. (Action: Cllr Carey – passed to 
the Clerk. Complete.) 



 
6. Sir Oliver noted that progress with any bypass proposal was always very slow and would 

take many years to gain approval and, if approved, many more to come to fruition. He 
stated that progress on measures to mitigate the current impact of traffic on the village 
could happen sooner and may help to address some of the issues caused by traffic. 

 
7. Councillors stressed to Sir Oliver that CPC had been actively pursuing such mitigating 

measures, particularly the declaration of a Low Emissions Zone (LEZ) for the village 
which would result in reduced pollution, as well as Average Speed Cameras (ASCs), and 
was frustrated at the lack of progress with these matters. They felt it important that the 
village could see visible progress with these. 

 
8. Sir Oliver agreed that he would further pursue these matters with Highways England 

(HE) and encouraged CPC to write formally to him in about this. He felt that ASCs were 
a very sensible measure and that a LEZ was worthy of pursuing. He agreed with 
councillors that HE needed to be reassured that, regardless of any bypass proposal, the 
village needed ASCs and for action be taken to reduce pollution levels. (Action: Cllr 
Carey – passed to the Clerk. Complete) 

 
9. Cllr Carey noted that installation of ASCs would improve road safety in the village, as 

well as helping reduce vehicle noise. Cllr Murray reminded Sir Oliver that it was the 
CPC’s demand that HE acts on the installation of Average Speed Cameras and declare 
a LEZ for the village by 2020 at the latest (the Road Investment Strategy 1 ends in 
2020), and that HE must explain their plans for Chideock in the forthcoming Road 
Investment Strategy 2 for 2020 – 2025. Cllr Elliot noted that the 2017 South West 
Peninsula Road Strategy document gives the impression that the HE RIS2 Team is not 
aware that Chideock has been declared an Air Quality Monitoring Area. Sir Oliver agreed 
that some detailed work on the nature of traffic pollution in Chideock should be 
undertaken, but stated that he believed HE were aware that pollution levels in Chideock 
breached national limits. Cllr Murray noted that noise pollution was also an important 
issue, but recognised that, while there is a legal framework for air pollution control, there 
is not one for noise pollution. 

 
10. Councillors pointed to the need for vehicle testing stations on both sides of the village in 

relation to pollution and road safety. For instance, BBC news had very recently carried 
footage of the disruption and long delays caused by a HGV taking 12 attempts to get up 
Chideock Hill. Sir Oliver agreed that such stations would be helpful and supported CPC’s 
discussions with Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) to bring them about. 

 
11. Sir Oliver encouraged CPC to write to him about the LEZ and ASCs, agreeing that he 

would encourage Highways England to urgently consider these. 
 
12. Cllr Carey thanked Sir Oliver for attending and the discussion concluded at 2.05. 

 
 
 
N.B. These notes have been approved by Sir Oliver Letwin. 


